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1 . EMBASSY SENT NOTE CONVEYED REFTEL B TO U.K. ON 
OCTOBER 11, 1977. U.K. FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 
(FCO) CALLED IN EMBASSY SHIPPING ATTACHE ON FEB- 
RUARY 27 AND, FOLLOWING PROCEDURE SUGGESTED REFTEL A, 

HANDED HIM THE LETTER REPLY GIVEN BELOW. FCO OFFICIAL, 

ALLEN RAMSAY, EXPLAINED THAT LETTER, WHICH PROPOSES AN 
AGREEMENT ON U.S. JURISDICTION OVER U.K. VESSELS USING 
LOUISIANA OFFSHORE OIL PORT (LOOP), REFLECTS VIEWS OF 
DANISH, NORWEGIAN AND SWEDISH GOVERNMENTS WITH WHOM 
U.K. CONSULTED AND THAT A COPY OF THE LETTER IS BEING 
GIVEN TO THEM IN THEIR CAPITALS. A COPY OF THE LETTER 
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HAS ALSO BEEN PASSED TO THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN WASH- 
INGTON. 

2. TEXT OF THE LETTER DATED 27 FEBRUARY 1978 IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE DISCUSSIONS 
WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND IN CONNECTION WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE LOUISIANA OFFSHORE OIL PORT (LOOP) AND TO 
PROPOSE AN AGREEMENT IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS FOR THE 
AVOIDANCE OF ANY DIFFICULTIES WHICH MIGHT ARISE BETWEEN 
THEM IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPLICATION OF THE UNITED 
STATES DEEPWATER PORTS ACT OF 1974: 

(1) WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THEIR VIEWS CONCERNING 

THE RULES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW APPLICABLE IN THE MATTER, 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AGREE THAT THEY 
WILL RAISE NO OBJECTION TO VESSELS REGISTERED IN OR 
FLYING THE FLAG OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THEIR 
PERSONNEL UTILISING THE LOUISIANA OFFSHORE OIL PORT 
(LOOP), WHILE THEY ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE ZONES 
ESTABLISHED IN RESPECT OF LOOP UNDER THE DEEPWATER 
PORTS ACT 1974 AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, BEING SUBJECT 
TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
CONCURRENT JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

(2) IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN TRET. AND 
AND OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
THAT THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT APPLY TO VESSELS MERELY 
PASSING THROUGH THE SAFETY ZONES OF THE LOUISIANA 
OFFSHORE OIL PORT (LOOP) WITHOUT CALLING AT THE PORT. 
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(3) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING REACHED 
DURING THE ABOVE DISCUSSIONS, IT IS RECOGNISED THAT 
NOTHING IN THIS AGREEMENT SHALL PRECLUDE THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM FROM INVOKING ANY REMEDY 
AVAILABLE TO THEM OR RAISING ANY OBJECTION IN RESPECT 
OF THE ENACTMENT OR APPLICATION OF UNITED STATES LAW. 

IN THESE CASES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
RESERVE THEIR RIGHT TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AS IS 
APPROPRIATE AND CONSISTENT WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW OR 
COMITY, OR PURSUANT TO THE RELEVANT DECISIONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS BINDING ON BOTH PARTIES. 

IF THE FOREGOING IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOUR GOVERNMENT, I 
HAVE THE HONOUR TO PROPOSE THAT THIS NOTE, TOGETHER 
WITH YOUR REPLY IN THAT SENSE, SHALL CONSTITUTE AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS, WHICH 
SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE ON THE DATE OF YOUR REPLY AND 
SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE UNTIL TERMINATED BY WRITTEN 
NOTICE FROM EITHER GOVERNMENT TO THE OTHER. END QUOTE 
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